
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

 

Members,                                                                                                                           June, 2018 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
 
Dear Member,  
 
On Thursday June 21st, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of CAST 
from 8:30 to 10 AM. 
 
Regrets: Gail Aitken, Marv Bernstein, Pat Convery, Nitza Perlman, Mira Pilch.  
Present:   Annemarie Carere, Sheryl Ederman, Gitte Granofsky, Ryna Langer, Sharon McKay, Sally 
Palmer.  
 

Welcome to our new member: Ingrid Palmer who accepted the invitation we extended 
through Jane Kovarikova. Ingrid is, like her, a member of the Child Welfare Political Action 
Committee. She has a long history of advocacy and community work. She has worked closely 
with Nancy Steinhauer. Ingrid was the co-chair of the school council at George Webster and 
presently co-chair of the Toronto District School Board’s Inner City Advisory Committee. 

Welcome to our guests:  Shemar Newman-Gaynor who presented at the 3Voices Conference: 
“An Essential Developmental Element for Black Child Welfare Youth – Exposure to African 
Diaspora “Black” Culture.” and Nicole Bonnie, Director of Diversity, Anti-Oppression and 
Community Development at CAST. 

Presentations: 

“3Voices in Child Welfare: The Sally Pearce Palmer Conference series.” Sally 

donated funds that made this conference series possible. The first in the series took place on 
February 22-23, 2018. The three voices are academia, child welfare workers and service users. 
Gary Dumbrill, Prof. at McMaster School of Social Work, engaged a paid coordinator who, along 
with five volunteer managers, organized the conference. The results were a most impressive 
program that encompassed: multi-generational trauma and loss, custody and access disputes, 
the Indigenous voice, fatherhood, families living with HIV, Muslim perspectives and Black ethnic 
identity and cultural socialization. 

It is the plan to create a publication based on the conference series. 

Congratulations Sally!!!     

Soul Journey: Shemar and Nicole talked to us about this very important opportunity for black 

youth to connect with their rich heritage. (Please see below regarding Soul Journey!) 



Shemar presented at Sally’s Conference. He is graduating from high school this year. His family 
is originally from Jamaica. At the age of seven he entered the child welfare system. Shemar 
went on three consecutive Soul Journeys, to experience black history and gain a more positive 
sense of his identity. The trips included: the black community in Halifax; Montgomery, 
Alabama; and Jamaica. Next year the Soul Journey will go to Ghana but without him. He is out 
of the age range but will help prepare participants for their trip. York University is doing 
research on the benefit of these journeys.  

Shemar described the powerful experience of “actually being there” (in Montgomery.) He said 
that he became more social and more confident as a result of the Soul Journeys and that his 
marks improved and he got involved in rugby and track. His long term plans are: Sheridan 
College for Criminal Justice, joining a Cadet Corps to get educational funding for 4 years, then 
York U. for criminology. 

Shemar showed us a book he was given, in which he recorded his experiences and feelings. He 
held onto the book as he presented, and told us that the book helps him connect back and 
gives him strength, he said. 

Subgroup:  A few of us stayed after the meeting to discuss follow-up from the Motherisk 
Report. Sally would like to fight for mandatory child welfare courses as part of social work 
education. Sharon will explore the issue of accreditation. 

The Motherisk Report recommends that a stakeholder advisory committee should be 
established by the MCYS and the Ministry of the Attorney General and that it organizes an 
annual multidisciplinary child protection summit. We suggested that I write to the new 
ministers in the fall regarding follow through with this recommendation. 

Plans for the future: 

 Motherisk report (Feb. 26): The Task Force will have a Subgroup work on follow-up from 

the recommendations of the report.  

 MCYS: Proclamation of the Child, Youth and Family Act, 2017 and supporting 

regulations! The same or a different Subgroup will consider how to support the 

implementation of this new legislation. 

Future meetings: 

September 20th: Breakfast meeting with Irwin Elman in his honour. We hope that Irwin will 
speak informally about his thoughts and reflections on 10 years as Advocate for Ontario’s 
Children and Youth. We also want to make a donation from the Task Force to a charity or 
organization of his choice in recognition of the exceptional work he has done as a children’s 
champion in Ontario. 

October 18th: Shannon Deacon, CAST, will speak to us regarding “Consistency in Access”! 



Speakers for the future:  Wendy Miller, OACAS, Dr. Wendy Manel, Erin Ingard Rau and Julie 
Despaties (Adopt for Life), Sarah Caldwell. 

Next Meeting: September 20 at 8:30 till 10 AM.    Gitte 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Information taken from the Internet regarding Soul Journey: 

The Children’s Aid Society of Toronto is committed to supporting Black youth in care 

in discovering and embracing their Afro-Canadian history. Organized by the Black 

Education Awareness Committee, each August, a group of Black youth involved with 

children’s aid journey to a historically significant black destination to increase their 

awareness and understanding of historical and contemporary Black contributions to today’s 

society, and in turn to support the development of a healthy self and cultural identity. The 

week spent in Nova Scotia was an unforgettable experience that changed many youth’s self-

perception. For some it was their first time on an airplane; for others it was their first time 

leaving Ontario.  

We began our journey by meeting with the newly appointed Senator, Dr. Wanda Thomas-

Bernard, Dalhousie’s first African Nova Scotian tenured professor. Dr. Bernard provided in-

depth information about the history of the African Diaspora in Nova Scotia. Our next stop 

was The Black Loyalist Heritage Centre to uncover the roles Black Loyalists had in the 

building and development of Nova Scotia, including their involvement in the construction of 

the Citadel Hill. The Loyalist Heritage Centre also has a tool that allow individuals to trace 

their family names on slave ships that brought their ancestors from Africa. It was a startling 

and painful experience for many who were able to locate their family name in the records.  

 



  

There were many powerful moments that occurred on this Soul Journey, including our visit 

to AKOMA Family Centre, a child residential care facility in Nova Scotia. AKOMA was 

previously named ‘Nova Scotia Home for Coloured Children,’ which opened in 1921. In 

accordance with segregation, Black children were placed in mental health facilities, rather 

than in care, separating them from the white children. We visited Africville, the former 

Halifax suburb where Blacks lived beginning in the early 1800s, that was systematically 

dismantled and eventually bulldozed by the government in the 1940s. Today this historical 

site is now a ‘leash-free” dog park. Here, we had the privilege of meeting and speaking to 

loyalist descendants who had left their imprint on Canadian Black history. One particular 

gentleman who made a powerful impact on our youth during this trip was Eddie Carvey. 

Eddie has been protesting the illegal removal of his family for over 50 years, and shared his 

and his family’s experiences and struggles. The youth were so moved by Eddie’s testimony 

they raised and donated over $100 of their own money to him.  

 


