
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

 

Members,                                                                                                                            May, 2018 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
 
 
Dear Member,  
 
On Thursday May 17th, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of CAST 
from 8:30 to 10 AM. 
 
Regrets: Mira Pilch. 
Present:  Gail Aitken, Marv Bernstein, Pat Convery, Sheryl Ederman, Gitte Granofsky, Ryna Langer, 

Sharon MacKay, Sally Palmer, Nitza Perlman.  On conference call: Gabrielle Israelievitch. 
 

Guest:  We welcomed Jane Kovarikova, Ph.D. Candidate at Western and founder and 

President of Child Welfare Political Action Committee. 

(To my email, I will attach Jane’s research project from April 24, 2017 “Exploring Youth 

Outcomes after Aging-Out of Care” as well as an account of her personal journey.) 

Jane was placed in fostercare at the age of 6 due to abuse and neglect and returned to the 

same conditions for three more years before returned to care. She experienced multiple 

placements; in spite of top marks, met with expectations at school that she would not succeed, 

and at 21 her social worker recommended that she go on welfare. She experienced extreme 

loneliness, foster families going on vacations and she on “respite.” She was a commodity to her 

foster families. 

Jane knows from her research that her experiences are typical for children and youth in care. As 

she said: “What you believe, we achieve!” Youth in care are not prepared for success. Instead 

they receive “in-class” life skills (an oxymoron.) In a binder named “Pathway to success,” they 

are informed about early pregnancy, SID, their rights when arrested, their rights when evicted.  

Jane showed us a TED talk by Richard St. John based on interview with successful people about 

what leads to success: passion, work, practice, pushing self, mothers’ push, value, idea and 

persistence. 

Youth in care are not prepared for success, rather the opposite. And, consequently, typical 

outcomes are: loneliness, low academic achievement, homelessness, discrimination (normal 

behaviours are often criminalized while growing up and beyond,) early parenthood, worse 

health outcomes, higher rate of PTSD. 

 



There are many Systemic Problems: 

1. Ideological: Child welfare based upon Christian and family values, not on children’s 

rights. 

2. A rights hierarchy that puts parents and, generally, the adults first. 

3. Paternalism 

4. Evidence informed practice not evidence based. (Latest fads become practice, but they 

do not get assessed for effectiveness.) 

5. Correlation gets confused with causation 

6. Permanence (defined as living at one place) is no guarantee. What matters are the 

relationships at that place. One needs to talk about “attachment” instead. “Temporary 

homes” are by definition not homes that allow for attachment. 

7. “There is no such thing as one bad day”! Generally, abuse and neglect are constant 

factors, if they exist at all. 

8. “Prevention” is most often “intervention” and the use of terminology misleading. 

Intergenerational trauma needs to be understood. 

9. Children as commodity: people (foster parents or kin) are paid to look after them. Is this 

a gateway to prostitution? 

10. Trauma is a common denominator for children and youth in care. Professionals who 

look after them need to be educated regarding trauma, the effect on people and how to 

help. Social workers are generally not. 

In summary:  

 A Child Welfare system needs to be trauma informed 

 It needs to be attachment informed 

 It needs to have evidence based practice 

 It needs to prioritize children’s rights and not parental rights 

 Access and visitation needs to be determined by the children’s needs not the 

parents’ 

Action on our part:  

 The CLTF will support Jane and the work of the Child Welfare Political Action 

Committee including the Lobby Day October 3rd from 6 -9 PM. 

 The Motherisk Commission recommended many changes to the child protection system 

in its final report (Feb. 26.) We agreed that we see a role for the CLTF in this regard and 

that a Subgroup could attempt to monitor implementation of the recommendations of 

the report. In the immediate future, writing blogs to keep the issues “alive” is a good 

idea. Assessment of Parenting Capacity is central to the concerns of the Motherisk 

Commission.  



 The Child, Youth and Family Act, 2017 and supporting regulations: The Act represents 

a paradigm shift. It will be important to monitor how the changes are being 

implemented. The CLTF might have a role.  

Plans for future meetings: 

 June 21st: Dr. Sally Palmer: “3 Voices Child Welfare Conference Series.” 

September 20th: Breakfast meeting with Irwin Elman in his honour. We hope that Irwin 
will speak informally about his thoughts and reflections on 10 years as Advocate for 
Ontario’s Children and Youth. We also want to make a donation from the Task Force to a 
charity or organization of his choice in recognition of the exceptional work he has done as 
a children’s champion in Ontario. 

October 18th: Shannon Deacon, CAST, will speak to us regarding “Consistency in Access”! 

Speakers for the future: Sharon Evans, OACAS, Dr. Wendy Manel, Erin Ingard Rau and Julie 
Despaties (Adopt for Life), Sarah Caldwell. 

Next Meeting: Thursday, June 21st from 8:30 till 10 AM, at CAST, 30 Isabella Street, 5th 

Floor.  

Gitte. 

 


