
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

 

Members,                                                                                                                            April, 2018 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
 
Dear Member,  
 
On Thursday April 19th, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of CAST 
from 8:30 to 10 AM. 
 
Regrets: Gail Aitken, Gabrielle Israelievitch, Carlos McDonald, Sally Palmer, Cheyanne Ratnam, 
Kristina Reitmeier. 
Present:  Marv Bernstein, Sheryl Ederman, Gitte Granofsky,  Ryna Langer, Sharon MacKay, Nitza 
Perlman.  On Conference call: Annemarie Carere, Pat Convery, Mira Pilch. 

 

Stand up for Kids Award: Pat has nominated the Task Force. 

The Motherisk Commission recommended many changes to the child protection system in 

its final report (Feb. 26.) We agreed that we see a role for the CLTF in this regard and that a 

Subgroup could attempt to monitor implementation of the recommendations of the report. In 

the immediate future, writing blogs to keep the issues “alive” is a good idea. 

Assessment of Parenting Capacity is central to the concerns of the Motherisk Commission:  

 Measures in use in Child Protection at this point?  

 Revival of Paul Steinhauer’s guidelines might be a good idea. 

 Assessment tools must be evidence based. 

 Important to have an inventory of resources available to help parents with their 

parenting. 

 Education of Child Welfare staff important (Universities, Colleges, OACAS) 

 Feedback and exchange needed with Health, Sick Kids, for example.  

Marv Bernstein: “Putting the New Child, Youth and Family Services Act into 

Practice.” Marv reported from Ontario Bar Association’s Professional Development Day on 

March 5th. Many topics were presented that day:  

 Unravelling the revised ‘Best Interest’ test 

 What are the Implications and Challenges of the Increase to the Age of Protection? 

 Important Changes for Indigenous Children and Youth  

 What’s New in Openness and Adoption? 



 What are the rights of Children in Care and when Receiving Services? 

 How to Effectively Use the Preamble to Advocate Differently? 

MCYS: Proclamation of the Child, Youth and Family Act, 2017 and supporting 

regulations: 

 The Act represents a paradigm shift. It will be important to monitor how the changes 

are being implemented. The CLTF might have a role.  

 What does the desired outcome look like and how does one measure this cultural 

change? 

 How is the new legislation going to be interpreted in the Courts? 

 With the change of age of protection, a large numbers of 16 and 17 year-olds want to 

remain in care and have signed voluntary agreements. 

 An Advisory group is attached to the Ministry which Mary Ann Chambers chairs. 

Recognition by the Task Force of Irwin Elman for his role as Provincial Advocate for Children 

and Youth which ends in November: 

 Marv has invited Irwin to speak informally about his thoughts and reflections on his 10 

years as Advocate for Ontario’s Children and Youth as well as provide any suggestions to 

us, as we continue our work.  

 Marv also told him that we would like to make a donation to a charity of his choice in 

recognition of the exceptional work that he has done for the children in Ontario. 

 Irwin accepted and will attend our September meeting. 

Plans for the next meetings: 

May:  Jane Kovarikova, Child Welfare Political Action Committee. Marv sent us this: “Jane 

Kovarikova is a highly accomplished former youth in care who has prepared a valuable 

report on the importance of outcome measurement and evidence-based research in our 

child welfare system and is the President of the Child Welfare Political Action Committee 

(PAC). I'm providing links to: an article about Jane's research; a press release for the release 

of her research paper called Exploring Youth Outcomes After Aging-Out of Care; and a video 

of the roll-out announcement of the formation of this group at the Ontario Legislature. 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/for-foster-kids-to-succeed-they-need-more-than-
just-care/article37448510/ 
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/6548f4_13916fd86a3646109b57c473753d692d.pdf 
http://childwelfarepac.wixsite.com/mysite (click on the photo of the October 24, 2017 press 
conference at Queens Park to view the actual video)” 
 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/for-foster-kids-to-succeed-they-need-more-than-just-care/article37448510/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/for-foster-kids-to-succeed-they-need-more-than-just-care/article37448510/
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/6548f4_13916fd86a3646109b57c473753d692d.pdf
http://childwelfarepac.wixsite.com/mysite


June: Dr. Sally Palmer: “3 Voices Child Welfare Conference Series.” 

Speakers for the future: Mary Ballantyne, Sharon Evans, OACAS, Dr. Wendy Manel, Erin 

Ingard Rau and Julie Despaties (Adopt for Life), Sarah Caldwell. 

Next Meeting: Thursday, May17th from 8:30 till 10 AM, at CAST, 30 Isabella Street, 5th Floor. 

Gitte. 

 


