
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

 

Members,                                                                                                                            March, 2018 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
 
Dear Member,  
 
On Thursday March 15th, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of CAST 
from 8:30 to 10 AM. 
 
Regrets: Jonathan Golden, Mira Pilch 
Present: Gail Aitken, Marv Bernstein, Annemarie Carere, Pat Convery, Gitte Granofsky, Gabrielle 
Israelievitch, Ryna Langer, Sally Palmer, Kristina Reitmeier. On Conference call: Sharon MacKay, Marilee 
Sherry. 

 

Guest: Dr. Harriet MacMillan, CM, MD, MSc, FRCPC. 

Harriet is a psychiatrist and pediatrician conducting family violence research.  She is a member of 

the Offord Centre for Child Studies, and Professor in the Departments of Psychiatry and 

Behavioural Neurosciences, and Pediatrics at McMaster University with associate membership in 

the Department of Health Research Methods, Evidence, and Impact. Harriet holds the Chedoke 

Health Chair in Child Psychiatry.  Beginning in 1993 until 2004, Harriet was the founding Director 

of the Child Advocacy and Assessment Program (CAAP) at McMaster Children’s Hospital, a 

multidisciplinary program committed to reducing the burden of suffering associated with family 

violence.   Her research focuses on the epidemiology of violence against children and women; 

she has led randomized controlled trials evaluating the effectiveness of approaches to preventing 

child maltreatment and intimate partner violence.  Funding for this work has been provided by 

organizations such as the WT Grant Foundation, the Canadian Institutes of Health Research 

(CIHR), the Brain and Behavior Research Foundation and the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention.  Harriet is the principal investigator of a CIHR-funded Centre for Research 

Development in Gender, Mental Health and Violence across the Lifespan (PreVAiL: 

http://www.prevailresearch.ca/).  PreVAiL is an international Network made up of researchers in 

the areas of mental health, gender and violence, and of partner organizations with service, 

research and policy mandates in these areas.  Through PreVAiL, Harriet works closely with 

organizations such as the Public Health Agency of Canada and the World Health Organization.  

She was appointed as a Member of the Order of Canada in 2016. 

Theme: 

Developing Pan-Canadian Public Health Guidance on Responding to Family Violence: the VEGA 
(Violence, Evidence, Guidance, Action) Project. 

Rona Ambrose, Minister of Health with the previous Conservative government, responded to 
family violence by ensuring a 10 year government investment with a focus on responding to 
victims. One of the projects funded through this initiative is the VEGA project co-led by Harriet 
and Nadine Wathen, Western U. 



Harriet did a power point presentation for us. She will send us a copy! 

Family violence has three interrelated areas: child maltreatment, children’s exposure to intimate 
partner violence and intimate partner violence. 

22 organizations each sent 2 representatives for the purpose of collaborating on how to develop 
guidance and a curriculum about how to respond to the three kinds of family violence. The WHO 
has also developed new guidelines for intervention. VEGA and WHO collaborate. In Britain they 
have a system of guidelines through the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) 
including one on responding to maltreatment.  VEGA is learning from this as well. 

Based on systematic evidence reviews, they are developing Pan Canadian Guidance for 
professionals in the field. Many professionals, such as family physicians and dentists, tend to miss 
opportunities to ask about what is happening in the home. And they might not be considering the 
importance of only asking one family member at a time when there are signs or symptoms to 
suggest some type of family violence is occurring. 

The training of police and lawyers is beyond the present scope of VEGA. 

The “Games Institute” at U. of Waterloo is assisting by creating instructional games for training 
purposes. VEGA is also creating a handbook on how to recognize and how to respond to family 
violence. 

VEGA competency training will include four domains (knowledge, recognize and respond, access 
to service and understanding issues of culture, safety, support). A framework is being developed 
to help competencies to be assessed as actual proficiency. It is hoped that VEGA competency 
training will become imbedded in the training for emergency physicians, for example. 

The aim is to ensure trauma- and violence-informed practice and to consider ways of helping all 
professionals realize that the patient/client they are seeing might have experienced or currently 
be experiencing family violence.  

Plans for the next meetings: 

April: Carlos McDonald: “World Changer Society” and (briefly )Marv Bernstein: “Putting the New 

Child, Youth and Family Services Act into Practice.” 

May: Jane Kovarikova, Child Welfare Political Action Committee.  

June: Dr. Sally Palmer: “3 Voices Child Welfare Conference Series.” 

Speakers for the future: Sharon Evans, OACAS, Dr. Wendy Manel, Erin Ingard Rau and Julie 

Despaties (Adopt for Life), Sarah Caldwell. 

Next Meeting: Thursday, April 19th from 8:30 till 10 AM, at CAST, 30 Isabella Street, 5th Floor. 

Gitte. 


