
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

 

Members,                                                                                                                            Sept., 2017 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
 
Dear Member,  
 
On Thursday September 28th, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of 
CAST from 8:30 to 10 AM. 
 
Regrets: AnneMarie Carere, Pat Convery, Gabrielle Israelievitch, Sharon MacKay, Mira Pilch, 
Kristina Reitmeier. 
 
Present: Gail Aitken, Marv Bernstein, Gitte Granofsky, Susan Leopold, Ryna Langer, Cheyanne 

Ratnam.  

Sheryl Ederman, Jonathan Golden, Sally Palmer (on conference call). 

Marv Bernstein spoke to his chapter  ‘Honouring the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child: Transforming Child Welfare in Canada into a 
Stronger Child Rights-Based System.’ It was published as a chapter in the book “Transforming 
Child Welfare: Interdisciplinary Practices, Field Education, and Research. Voices from the 
Prairies.”  

 The chapter is based upon Marv’s Keynote address at the Prairie Child Welfare 
Consortium Symposium in 2014 on the topic of honouring the 25th anniversary of the 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

 Its focus is “what can each of us do?”! 

 The Convention has four guiding principles: right to non-discrimination (#2), the best 
interest of the child (#3), the child’s right to life, survival, and development (#6) and the 
child’s right to be heard (#12). 

 During the 25 years since the inception of the Convention, there have been positive 
changes: legislative amendments, both federally and provincially, have established best 
interest of the child as a paramount or primary consideration within child welfare, 
adoption, and child custody legislation. And only PEI does not have an independent child 
and youth advocate at this point. 

 UNICEF monitors the wellbeing of the world’s children and has found Canada lacking 
behind many of the other affluent nations. Unhealthy weight, bullying, further 
education, cannabis use and self reported unhappiness are some of the problem-areas. 

 Systemic issues impeding Children’s Rights in Canada: lack of political will, the splitting 
between federal and provincial areas of jurisdiction, lack of accountability mechanisms 



and of complaints procedures. And not the least the federal government’s adversarial 
dealings with the indigenous community. 

 Marv suggests 10 measures that could further adherence to the Convention in Canada: 
1. Education regarding the Convention 
2. Bring Child Welfare “out of the shadows.” The agencies need to get beyond their 

defensiveness and share their struggles with the public. A new “Minister’s Advisory 
Group” has been instituted in Ontario, and that is promising. Confidentiality issues 
need to be dealt with in a way that does not interfere with the rights of the children. 

3. Have the Child Welfare community communicate with Children’s Rights advocates. 
4. Children need to be informed. 
5. Stigmatizing language needs changing. 
6. Children and young people need to be heard as in the “Our Voice, Our Turn: Youth 

Leaving Care Hearings” or in other innovative ways. Age should not be a determining 
factor. 

7. Child Rights Impact Assessment should be applied to any new legislation or practice. 
When the new legislation receives its 5 year review, children’s rights and how they 
have been met must be carefully considered and monitored. 

8. Age of protection will soon be 18. This change requires education of the involved 
groups regarding duty to report and when consent is required and not. 

9. Fair treatment of indigenous children and visual minority children, as referenced in 
the preamble of the new legislation. Cultural competence, not cultural sensitivity, is 
needed.   

10. Develop a “Bill of Rights” for children. Each and everyone involved in the children’s 
lives should be working hard at putting the rights of children foremost in their daily 
practice. 

Symposium:  updates, brainstorming and problem-solving. 

Plans for October, November and December: 

 Sally has attended the Motherisk Symposium and will inform us about it.  

 Nancy will talk to us about her new book “Pushing the Limits.” 

 Cheyanne will talk to us about youth homelessness and the measures taken by “Away 

Home Toronto.” 

Next meeting:  

Thursday, October 19th from 8:30 till 10 AM, at CAST, 30 Isabella Street, 5th Floor. 

 

Gitte. 


