
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

 

Members,                                                                                                                             June, 2017 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
 
Dear Member,  
 
On Thursday June 15th, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of CAST 
from 8:30 to 10 AM. 
 
Regrets: Marv Bernstein, AnneMarie Carere, Wendy Hayes, Rena Knox, Kristina Reitmeier. 
 
Present: Gail Aitken, Pat Convery, Sheryl Ederman, Jonathan Golden (on conference call), Gitte 

Granofsky, Susan Leopold, Sharon McKay, Sally Palmer, Ryna Langer, Mira Pilch.  

Guests: We welcomed Celia Denov, Director of Counselling and Martha Chamberlain, Counsel, 

both with the Motherisk Commission. The Commission is working at many different levels: 

Legal review “of hundreds of individual child protection cases,” analyzing the “systemic and 

institutional issues that led to this problem,” and engaging with and supporting affected 

families, children and youth. 

 Celia and Martha provided some historical background to the Motherisk Lab and to the 

service it provided to child welfare for app. 25 years. And they spoke to the unreliability 

of some of those results which let to the Justice Susan Lang Inquiry and, consequently, 

to establishment of the Motherisk Commission. 

 The Commission started with what was seen as high priority cases: those where 

adoption was put on hold and customary care cases. 

 The test results would never have been the only reason for bringing a child into care, 

but in some cases the results seemed to have had a substantial impact. 

 The Commission have attempted to reach every affected family by letter, and notes 

have been attached to the case files. 

 The definition of “substantial impact” is experienced very differently by the families. The 

fact that this one aspect is not reliable makes them feel that the entire system is not 

reliable. 

 Counselling and contact to legal help is offered.   

 We reviewed a video made by the Commission. It consisted of interviews with parents 

and children. They were all clearly traumatized by their interaction with child welfare 

and by the Motherisk testing: they felt not listened to, identified as bad parents, treated 

as criminals, and trust was broken between child and parent. 



 Based upon the generalized lack of trust in the child welfare system due to the faulty 

Motherisk results, the Commission has initiated a Restorative process. That process 

consists of: getting groups together to talk about experiences with and gaps in the 

system and about how to limit this happening in the future.  It consists of meeting with 

stakeholders groups, adoptive parents, affected parents, youth, indigenous peoples and 

advocacy groups. 

 The restorative process also means to question the use of scientific evidence and data in 

child welfare and to consider education and training of social workers and of the legal 

profession. 

 The Commission is organizing a Symposium, and it is inviting submission (deadline 

September 1st.)  

 We, the Task Force, are encouraged to write a submission and to participate in the 

Symposium. 

 

Plans: 

Marv and Sharon will present their chapters in the book “Transforming Child Welfare” in 

September.  

Sally will present on conferences regarding child welfare to be held at McMaster. 

 
Next meeting:  

Thursday, September 21st  from 8:30 till 10 AM, at CAST, 30 Isabella Street, 5th Floor. 

 

Gitte. 


