
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

 

Members,                                                                                                                             May, 2017 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
 
Dear Member,  
 
On Thursday May 18th, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of CAST 
from 8:30 to 10 AM. 
 
Regrets: Sheryl Ederman, Jonathan Golden, Sharon McKay, Kristina Reitmeier. 
 
Present: Gail Aitken, Marv Bernstein, Pat Convery, Gitte Granofsky, Wendy Hayes, Susan 

Leopold, Sally Palmer, Cheyanne Ratnam (on conference call), Ryna Langer, Mira Pilch.  

Fall Symposium: 

We decided on the final name of the Symposium: “Children at the Centre: Their rights to Truth 

and Voice.”  

Participants: Marv and Harriet have confirmed their attendance. Landy and Wendy Manel need 

to get permission from their Agencies. Irwin has agreed to the do the Keynote speech. We will 

not know which youth might be interested till after the summer. Gabrielle will be MC and do 

the workshop with Wendy. Jim will speak and, hopefully, do the workshop with Jean. Pat, Gail, 

Sally, Wendy, Jean, Gitte, Marv and Mira will be doing workshops. Jonathan and Cheryl will ask 

Jeff Mintz if he will work with Sally on Family Group Conferencing.  

Funding: we decided on charging $50 not $60 dollars. Wendy suggested that we set up a “Go 

Fund Me” page. We decided to write a personal note to Dr. Korenblum including the flyer once 

it is done. Ideas about renewing contacts to Sick Kids and applying to the CAS Foundation and 

other sources were expressed, but no particular action decided upon, apart from sending the 

invitation widely. 

Motherisk:  

Pat has met with the Commission and has forwarded some information. The Commission is 

working at many different levels: Legal review “of hundreds of individual child protection 

cases,” analyzing the “systemic and institutional issues that led to this problem,” and engaging 

with and supporting affected families, children and youth. 

We decided to invite Celia Denov, Director of Counselling, to one of our meetings. It is 

important that our information is up-to-date before we consider expressing our views or offer 

assistance.  



Child’s Best Interests: 

We continued our discussion about the concept of “best interests” which we started a while 

back with Wendy’s blog about her own situation as inspiration. In that situation general 

guidelines were enacted without consideration of the best interests of the specific children. 

How is “best interests” determined? 

Article 3 of the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child concerns the Best Interests, and the UN 

Committee has provided context and guidance for determining how to assess what that means 

in a particular case. As well, all considerations of the UN Convention need to be weighed 

together. Article 12 is particularly important.  

In terms of new legislation or amendments to existing, CRIA is an important tool.   

Mira said that one factor in the non exhaustive list of best interests criteria that judges consider 
every time they are called upon to make a decision in a child's best interest is the child's views 
and preferences, if they can be reasonably ascertained. (That last subclause is omitted in the 
draft of the new legislation.)  In making a best interests determination under the CFSA, the 
court is operating under a framework of risk.  Determination of risk is always central. Generally, 
the older the child, the more the presentation of evidence of their views and preferences is 
considered child’s voice is relied on, but that is only one factor.  

The new legislation does not have any age limit. Children must always have their voices heard. 

Pat mentioned Paul Steinhauer’s parenting capacity assessment tool and wondered if it would 

be possible to develop a tool that could guide workers in how to listen to a child’s voice and to 

make informed decisions based upon that information.   

Plans: 

June: We will invite Celia Denov. And Sally will present on conferences regarding child 

welfare to be held at McMaster. 

Marv and Sharon will present their chapters in the book “Transforming Child Welfare” in 

September. 

 
Next meeting:  

Thursday, June 15th, from 8:30 till 10 AM, at CAST, 30 Isabella Street, 5th Floor. 

 

Gitte. 


