
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

 

Members,                                                                                                                             March, 2017 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
Dear Member,  
 
On Thursday March 16th, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of CAST 
from 8:30 to 10 AM. 
 
Regrets: Landy Anderson, Marv Bernstein, Gabrielle Israelievitch, Sally Palmer, Mira Pilch. 
 
Nitza Perlman is leaving. Nitza has decided to retire and that sadly includes the Task Force. 
Nitza had been a member almost from the beginning and has contributed to many many 
discussions and written documents. Few have her deep understanding of children and of 
relationships as well as understanding of complexities.  We will miss you and your wisdom, 
Nitza!!! 
 
Present: Gail Aitken, Pat Convery, Sheryl Ederman, Jonathan Golden, Gitte Granofsky, Wendy 

Hayes, Rena Knox, Ryna Langer, Carlos McDonald, Sharon McKay, Cheyanne Ratnam.  

Guests:  Sarah Caldwell, Manager at Strategic Policy and Aboriginal Relationship Branch, MCYS, 

and Sabah Rahman, Policy Analyst, MCYS. 

Bill 89, Supporting Children, Youth and Family Services Act, 2016. 

Sarah provided us with an overview of some of the changes from the previous Act: 

 The Preample, which is the intent of the Act, now stipulates adherence to the UN 

Convention of the Rights of the Child and to Katelynn’s Principle 

 Indigenous Children and Youth are now up front in the Act and not at the end as before. 

 Ethnicity is given more attention as well as the complexity of mixed heritage. 

 The Act is still being worked on, for example, regarding how the pieces hang together. 

 Terminology could still be changed!! 

 Funding is under review. There is increased need for funding with the extended age limit  

for child protection 

 Maturity not age determines children’s consent/voice 

 There is an openness to look at what youth and Irwin Elman named “weasel words” in 

the Act (Article in TO Star). “Weasel words” defined as words that seem to allow for the 

child’s voice not to be sought in many situations.  

 Once the Act is proclaimed, case-law gets developed over time. 



 Child welfare involvement does not necessarily end at age 18. Some services extend to 

ages 21 and 25. 

 Ministries do interact and there are consequential amendments to other Acts.  

Fall Symposium: 

Jonathan has presented our plan to management at Jewish Family and Child Services and they 

have now agreed that we can have our day at their facility, probably November 24, 2017. 

World Changer Society: 

Carlos is the founder and coordinator. He showed us his very impressive banner. The official 

launch is at the end of this month. The WCS will be mentoring youth out of care. Youth who, 

hopefully, will become mentors themselves. Carlos is partnering with agencies in Peel region. 

He has asked that the CLTF logo be added to the World Changer Society media as a supporter of 

his initiative. The Task Force agreed to be supporters of WCS, but that it did not make sense for 

us nor for WCS that we become partners. Consequently, our logo will not go on WCS material 

as that indicates a partnership. 

We are all very impressed with Carlos initiative. Mentorship of youth leaving care is extremely 

important. 

Bill 89:  
 Gail and Sally attended a stakeholder consultation meeting at OACAS. 

 We have written and sent a brief Submission regarding Bill 89. 

 Wendy suggests that we write a blog explaining why terminology is important. 

 If the Task Force gets a hearing, Cheyanne and Gail will attend the Standing Committee 
on Justice Policy. 

 
 
Next meeting:  

Thursday, April 20th, from 8:30 till 10 AM, at CAST, 30 Isabella Street, 5th Floor. 

A subcommittee will meet following the meeting regarding the Symposium. 

Gitte. 


