
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

 

Members,                                                                                                                             June, 2016 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
Dear Member,  
On Thursday June 16th, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of CAST 
from 8:30 to 10 AM. 
 
Guests: Rebecca Kingdon, Legal Counsel, Native Child and Family. We hope that Rebecca gets 
permission from her agency to become a member of the Task Force. 
 
Present: Gail Aitken, Marv Bernstein, Annemarie Carere, Pat Convery, Gitte Granofsky, Wendy 

Hayes, Gabrielle Israelievitch, Elizabeth Keshen, Rena Knox, Ryna Langer, Carlos McDonald, Sally 

Palmer, Nitza Perlman, Kristina Reitmeier, Jim Wilkes. 

Regrets: Sheryl Ederman, Jonathan Golden, Susan Leopold, Shelley McIntyre, Sharon McKay, 

Jean Skelton, Nancy Steinhauer. 

Celebration of Jim who is leaving the Task Force. 

 Goodies provided by Elizabeth, Ryna, Annemarie and Nitza! 

 Present: a man made of wood holding two children who look traumatized. It meant to 

symbolize Jim’s “embrace,” his “holding” of children and youth in limbo. Jim has always 

listened to children’s voices and engaged them in true dialogue whether they were in 

the room with him or whether he was advising others who were. He taught all of us the 

importance of sharing the truth about the children’s lives with them, so that they could 

become whole persons, become “fully alive.” The caring and being held allows children 

to hear that truth, to share what they know and remember. It encourages them to ask 

questions. It respects them as CEOs of their own lives. It helps them heal.   

 Tributes to Jim: We all thanked Jim for his leadership of the Children in Limbo Task 

Force from its inception till now. And everybody talked about the tremendous influence 

he has had on their own work. Gail, for example: “A huge thank you! Thank you for your 

wisdom, your leadership and your commitment. Of immense benefit to me since I joined 

in 2002 has been the diversity of professional backgrounds, experience and perspectives 

of the members. I have learned a lot. Farewell and hope to see you in the fall.” 

 Fall Farewell Lunch: We want to invite Jim for a farewell lunch in the fall! 

Congratulations to Carlos: Carlos has received a grant that allows him to set up a Mentorship 

program for youth leaving care. It aims to assist with the spiritual, emotional and financial 



aspects of the mentees’ lives. Those mentored in the past will mentor others in the future. 

Carlos hopes that it will eventually become a charity and self-sustaining.  

The best of luck, Carlos!!  

Blogs: Wendy talked to us about starting to write blogs. Blogs would allow us to reach many 

people and to write a few sentences at any time expressing important issues. We agreed that 

we should start doing so. Hopefully, many of the members will take that on. Please send blogs 

to me and I will forward them to Wendy. 

 

Next meeting:  Thursday, September 15th at 8:30 till 10 AM at CAST, 30 Isabella Street. 

Gitte Granofsky.  

 


