
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

 

Members,                                                                                                                             Dec., 2016 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
 
Dear Member,  
On Thursday December 15th, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of 
CAST from 8:30 to 10 AM. 
 
Present: Gail Aitken, Marv Bernstein, Pat Convery, Sheryl Ederman, Gitte Granofsky, Susan 

Leopold, Carlos McDonald, Sally Palmer, Mira Pilch, Cheyanne Ratnam, Charvi Vashisht. 

Regrets: Jonathan Golden, Gabrielle Israelievitch, Ryna Langer, Annemarie Carere, Elizabeth 

Keshen, Rena Knox, Sharon McKay, Nitza Perlman, Kristina Reitmeier. 

New Member: Cheyanne Ratnam, M.S.W., wants to be our new member and we are delighted 

to have her. Cheyanne has a very impressive C.V. I have this from Linkedin:  

“Currently Cheyanne is a Project Manager/Founder for the ‘What's The Map?!: Newcomer 

Youth Leading The Call to Action - Designing a Support System That Works' initiative, and the 

Primary investigator for the Child Welfare Permanency and Family Project (Ontario) which 

engages with young people in the child welfare, homelessness, youth criminal justice, and 

adoption systems. She is an ambassador and public speaker for the Children's Aid Foundation, 

was President of the Youth In Care Ontario Board of Directors, and is involved with ANBU 

(Abuse Never Becomes Us; organization which supports child sexual abuse survivors and 

increases the knowledge about the topic within the Tamil community). Cheyanne is a 

Coordinator for the Child Welfare Charrette out of Ryerson University, and is involved with the 

Youth Homelessness Constellation with A Way Home Canada. She is engaged in public 

speaking relating to professional expertise (e.g. social work, child welfare, youth engagement, 

and homelessness issue) and is a storyteller with lived experiences (e.g. child welfare, youth 

homelessness, child sexual abuse, Twitter: @CheyRatnam.” 

 Cheyanne just got the Alumni award from York University!!! 

Guest: Charvi Vashisht. Charvi is working with Carlos at the World Changer Society. 

The World Changer Society is ready to be launched January 20th. Peel region will be the area 

focused upon at this time. Congratulations, Carlos!! 

 



“Shortening the Road to Permanence”video: Pat showed us the video she and some Youth 

Amplifiers had prepared to support her Key Note speech at the newly established Child Welfare 

Day of the Judges’ Conference. 90 judges participated. Justice Nicholson who is an adoptive 

parent himself facilitated this addition to the yearly conference. Pat was wondering about the 

agenda for that day next year and thought that a “bus tour” might be an idea. A bus tour is 

designed to help people “experience” what it is like to be a child taking into care.  

The video was very powerful. The youth talked about having no voice, about the loss of home 

and of culture, of being experts on their own lives, but not heard, about derogatory comments 

about their biological families, about how moving in the system is a damaging as being taken 

away from home in the first place and how important prevention is. 

The judges were not even familiar with Katelynn’s Principle. And there seemed to be a real 

need to learn to talk to kids and to keep kids and their rights front and centre. As Sally said, the 

child should have an opportunity to speak to a judge. There should be a rule about bringing the 

children’s voices in. Pat mentioned Nashville as an example of where court workers help kids 

feel comfortable. 

Cheyanne told about her own story of being sent to prison for assault at the age of 14 with 

nobody bothering at ask her why she had that altercation with her mother. They did not even 

pay attention to the abuse she had experienced for years. People in the system need to learn to 

ask the right questions. Without the right questions, without listening to the kids and young 

people, you cannot make appropriate decisions about their lives. 

Child, Youth and Family Services Act, 2016. 

Marv, Pat and Cheyanne attended the briefing. The legislation contains more than 300 sections. 

There will be hearings in the New Year. The Task Force might take the opportunity to present a 

brief if we have some constructive additions or changes to this re-written legislation. 

Mira mentioned the issue of funding necessary to manage the extension of age of protection to 

age 18.  Cheyanne mentioned the problems with “voluntary agreements:” that workers can 



terminate an agreement if they are not satisfied with the youth’s behaviour. This obviously puts 

the youth at jeopardy.  

Truth or Consequences  on November 17: 

Thanks to everybody for making that event a success!! Thanks particularly to our speakers and 

to our M/C, Gabrielle, and to Kristina for hosting and to helpful CAST staff.  

We agreed that we will arrange a daylong conference next year. We discussed funding and 

possible expenses. It would be wonderful if we could hold it at CAST, of course. We could 

probably only accommodate 70 participants there, but Cheyanne suggested “Periscope” as a 

link to the world, and there is also Webinar. 

 Should we hold it on a Saturday or a weekday? 

 Are members willing to spend a whole day conducting workshops? 

Speakers at the event! Would you be able to put your presentation in the form of a Blog, if 

you have not already? It would also be great to have those written versions of the 

presentations when we apply for funding.  

Funding sources: The Children’s Aid foundation, The Toba Korenblum Foundation. Carlos 

suggested a membership to “Grant Connect.”  

Motherisk: 

(Sheryl Ederman, who is an employee of The Office of the Children’s Lawyer, left before this 

discussion)  

I informed the group that I did send a letter to the Minister.  

Next meeting:  Thursday, January 19th at 8:30 till 10 AM at CAST, 30 Isabella Street. 

Possible agenda: “Changing the Script. Relationship is the Key,” support program for foster and 

adoptive parents. Or if Sarah Caldwell from the Ministry is available, we will meet with her.  

 

Gitte Granofsky.  

 


