
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

 

Members,                                                                                                                             Oct., 2016 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
Dear Member,  
On Thursday October 20th, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of 
CAST from 8:30 to 10 AM. 
 
Present: Pat Convery, Sheryl Ederman, Gitte Granofsky, Wendy Hayes, Gabrielle Israelievitch, 

Ryna Langer, Susan Leopold, Carlos McDonald, Shelley McIntyre, Sharon McKay, Sally Palmer, 

Nitza Perlman, Mira Pilch, Kristina Reitmeier. 

Regrets: Gail Aitken, Marv Bernstein, Annemarie Carere, Elizabeth Keshen. 

 

Re-launching Truth or Consequences  on November 17 at 8:30 till 11 AM 

 Kristina has secured the auditorium on the 7th floor for us and will ask for microphones, 

a projector for showing the video and for setting up the room with large tables and 

chairs. Thanks, Kristina!!! 

 Wendy will contact somebody who may be able to videotape the event. 

 We will start the day with the video. 

 I will send a list of participants to Kristina the day before. 

 Sally will greet people downstairs. 

 Sheryl and Shelley will buy sweets. 

 I have ordered coffee. 

 Gabrielle will be the M/C. I will send introductions regarding the speakers to her. 

 I or we need to construct a feedback questionnaire.  

 We need to have the Agenda available to the participants (including WEB site, Twitter 

address).  

Wendy’s Blog: “The Best Interest of the Child” 

Please read Wendy’s blog in its entirety. It is now posted on our WEBsite: 

Children in Limbo Task Force 

Wendy questions the simplicity of the statement and questions how “Best Interest” gets 

defined. In her situation, her and her sister’s “best interests” were determined to be different 

due to an age-gap. In actual fact, the decisions served none of them well. Only by luck did they 

http://childreninlimbotaskforce.ca/


end up in the same home, but one with openness and one without, a situation that was defined 

by secrecy rather that by truth. 

Discussion: 

 Open adoption is the only way to ensure truth. And open adoption does not necessarily 

mean physical or other contact. 

 “Best Interest” in child welfare is defined as until age 18. 

 Truth is the child’s property 

 “We are left out of our lives”! Better to know than not know.  Need a skilled person to 

give the information. 

 How and when to tell is the issue 

 The law stipulates who can know what. “Whose information is it?” 

 Accountability! Censure-ship of histories. 

 We apprehend kids, relationship on “I know what's best for you”.  Power 

differential! 

  Judges’ orders can be read in file legally.  Unedited.  To an adult.  Not to a 7 year old.  

 “Lack of info.  2 sides of coin.  Dealing with pain could be game changer. 

Passion/healing can be born from learning truth with guidance.”  

  

Motherisk: (Shelley McIntyre and Sheryl Ederman absented themselves from this part of the 

meeting.)  

We agreed to send the letter, which is a slightly changed version from our submission to the 

Motherisk Commission, to the Minister for Children and Youth Services. We will write to the 

Minister regarding the importance of accurate information for children and youth, so that they 

can get a sense of their own histories and contextualize what has happened to them.  

 

Next meeting:  Re-Launch of Jim’s “Truth or Consequences” Thursday, November 17th at 8:30 

till 11 AM at CAST, 30 Isabella Street. 

 

Gitte Granofsky.  

 


