
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

 

Members,                                                                                                                             Sept., 2016 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
Dear Member,  
On Thursday September 15th, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of 
CAST from 8:30 to 10 AM. 
 
Present: Gail Aitken, Marv Bernstein, Pat Convery, Sheryl Ederman, Gitte Granofsky, Sally 

Palmer, Nitza Perlman, Kristina Reitmeier. 

Regrets: Annemarie Carere, Wendy Hayes, Gabrielle Israelievitch, Elizabeth Keshen, Sharon 

McKay, Ryna Langer, Jean Skelton.  

Jim: We wish him well!! 

Motherisk: 

Kristina informed us: 

 Regarding the class action suit and counter suits. 

 Out of 400 files reviewed, only in 6 or 7 cases may the drug testing results have had a 

significant impact on decisions made in court. 

 A directive last December was withdrawn in May. Advance notice is no longer sent to 

parents. 

 Files came to the Committee from the societies in various states of order and 

organization. The reviewing process is more streamlined at this point. 

 The Commission has taken on a role on behalf of affected children in some instances, for 

example, regarding sib contact. 

We discussed what we could and should do on behalf of the affected children at this point. 

Sheryl mentioned the stress of waiting for the results of the review in one family on “adoption 

probation.” Generally, we do not have much information about the children who are in limbo 

due to the Motherisk situation. 

Plan: we should focus on the rights of the affected children to be informed about the role of 

Motherisk test results on their lives.  

 The history must be accurately documented. 

 There needs to be a procedure that guarantees that children and youth are told. The 

“how to tell” is important.  

 Drug’s role in parenting also needs to be conceptualized. So many factors interact. 



 Legislation regarding case information disclosure is from 1986. It allows children over 12 

years of age access to their files. What they get is better that nothing, but usually with 

lots of information blacked out. Amendments might be part of the new bill and are over-

due. 

PLAN: we will write to the Minister regarding the importance of accurate information for 

children and youth, so that they can get a sense of their own histories and contextualize 

what has happened to them. This is also true for adults who grew up in the system and 

where Motherisk results may have been involved. How are these files flagged? 

We will still include the notes about attachment. And we will send copies to OACAS, the 

Star, Irwin and the Commission. 

Launching (Re-launching) Truth or Consequences in three stages: 

1. Internal launch on November 17 at 8:30 till 11 AM 

2. Symposium a year or so from now 

3. Publication based the conference workshops, papers and other. 

Internal launch plan:  

 Kristina has secured the auditorium on the 7th floor for us. Thanks!!! 

 Speakers (each five minutes): Wendy, Marv, Nitza, Pat, Cheryl, Kristina, Jean. 

 Invite: Jim’s family members, Treatment Fostercare, Laurie Monsebraaten, Dr. 

Korenblum, Advocacy office, CAS Foundation and and? 

 Live streaming of event!! 

 Coffee ordered from downstairs. We will buy water, muffins ourselves. 

Symposium: we will need to plan soon. Funding is a huge issue. 

Blogs: Wendy wrote a very important blog. Hopefully, many of us will make use of this way of 

communicating. 

Next meeting:  Thursday, October 20th at 8:30 till 10 AM at CAST, 30 Isabella Street. 

Gitte Granofsky.  

 


