
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

 

Members,                                                                                                                             April, 2015 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
Dear Member,  
On Thursday April 21st, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of CAST 
from 8:30 to 10 AM. 
 

Guests: Irwin Elman, Provincial Advocate; Diana Cooke, Office of Provincial Advocate; Jessica 

Walsh, Articling Student, Office of the Childrens’s Lawyer. 
 
Present: Gail Aitken, Marv Bernstein, Pat Convery, Sheryl Ederman, Jonathan Golden, Gitte 

Granofsky, Ryna Langer, Sally Palmer, Shelley McIntyre, Jim Wilkes. 

Regrets: Wendy Hayes, Elizabeth Keshen, Susan Leopold, Sharon McKay, Nitza Perlman, Anayah 

Phares (aka Rosimay Venancio). 

 

Motherisk:  
Irwin and Diana were attending our meeting, so that we could discuss the Motherisk situation 
and share information about it. In March, members of the Task Force met with Commissioner 
Beaman, and with Lorne Glass and Celia Denov, also working for the Commission. Irwin had a 
scheduled meeting with the Commission April 22nd.  
After our meeting with the Commission, the Task Force sent a letter to Commissioner which 
stated our position regarding the children who are affected by the Motherisk situation. 
  

 The Commissioner and her staff seem to be meeting extensively with interested parties, 
such as the Adoption Resource Centre, ACO, the Provincial Advocate etcetera. And 
Justice Lang also met with young people to hear their opinion. 

 200 files have been reviewed so far. Only 5 or 6 showed that Motherisk testing was a 
significant factor in decision made regarding those children. 

 Practice within agencies varies greatly. Some send in files already organized in terms of 
priority, others not.  

 What happens when files are returned to the Agencies? Do they wait for directives in 
terms of next steps? 

 Ministry of Children and Youth seems to be on the periphery. The Commission was set 
up by the Attorney General.  

 Justice Lang thought that, and we strongly agree: 
Children need to know (about the Motherisk situation)! Children have a right to know 
their story. 
Furthermore, they have a right to have their voices heard.  



And the importance of attachment, an emotional bond, to a significant other/s, and the 
damage of limbo should be remembered when decisions are made about the children 
here and now as well as following a review. 
 

 There are 90,000 children and youth whose lives are affected in one way or the other by 
the Motherisk mess. 

 
Challenges and opportunities: 

o  How are MCYS/the Commission ensuring that fair and consistent criteria are being 
applied across the province when assessing whether hair strand testing played a 
significant role in obtaining a child protection order? 

o What information is being communicated to children and youth about this process and 
how are their views being taken into account? Training should be offered to all involved. 

o What medical and counselling supports are being provided to children and youth who 
may have serious physical or emotional responses upon learning this information?  

o What steps are being taken to correct any inaccurate family history in CAS files to 
protect the child’s/youth’s right to accurate individual and family history?  

o As Irwin said, there is a great opportunity to learn from these chart audits about how 
best to assess and make decisions within child welfare, about transparency, about bias 
and so on. The reviewing process could be significantly enhanced by becoming multi-
disciplinary. And the more transparent the Commissioner’s work the better. Even if the 
children are silenced now, they will ask questions as adults, as Erwin said. 

o The fundamental problem is that the Child Welfare system was not child focussed from 
its inception, and it is in need of a revolution, as Jim said. 

o The mandate of the Motherisk Commission does not seem to prioritize interaction with 
the affected children. 

Next steps: 

o Irwin agreed to meet with us on a regular basis to help us stay informed.  
o We will explore how we can best stay involved with the work on behalf of the many 

children and youth affected by the Motherisk situation. 

 
 
Next meeting:  

Sarah Caldwell, Manager at Strategic Policy and Aboriginal Relationship Branch, expects that 

she and her team will be able to attend. 

Thursday, May 19th at 8:30 till 10 AM at CAST, 30 Isabella Street. 

Gitte Granofsky. 


