
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

 

Members,                                                                                                                              Jan., 2015 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
Dear Member,  
On Thursday January 21st, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of 
CAST from 8:30 to 10 AM. 
 
Present: Gail Aitken, Pat Convery, Gitte Granofsky, Sheryl Ederman, Wendy Hayes, Mary 

McConville, Carlos McDonald, Pat Convery, Sally Palmer, Jim Wilkes. 

Regrets:  Marv Bernstein, Elizabeth Keshen, Ryna Langer, Susan Leopold, Shelley McIntyre, 

Sharon McKay, Nitza Perlman, Kristina Reitmeier, Jackie Mankiewicz Smith, Nancy Steinhauer. 

Guests: Rosimay Venancio, Health Policy Student and Laurie Monsebraaten, Social Justice 

Reporter with the Toronto Star.  

Laurie Monsebraaten told us about her career as a reporter and about its ups and downs based 

upon the political climate. She has had different designations and assignments since 1983, and 

the role of social justice reporter is the latest. Laurie writes passionately on behalf of children in 

care, about over-representation of black kids in care, about poverty, about family group 

conferencing, about daycare and about many other extremely important issues. It also so 

happens that she had met Rosimay before and interviewed her for an article. That particular 

article was about new funding allowing for a young person to remain in foster-care until age 21 

if he or she is still in high school. 

Mentorship programs for young people leaving care:  Both Rosimay and Carlos has designed 

plans for mentorship. 

Rosimay names her The Cheer Program (@thecheersprogram). She told us of the importance 

of success stories. It is important for a youth in (or out) of care to know that others have beat 

the odds and did not end up in social housing, but instead got an education and a good job. It is 

important to have somebody who cares and notices and can be there to support. 

Rosimay wants to have a young person assigned a mentor who would be available at any time 

day and night. The mentor would be paid during the first year and would participate in 

community/group meetings for support of self and of work as mentor. 

Carlos has been the mentor of a young man whom he helped wean off welfare and who is now 

functioning well in society. Based on that experience, Carlos has designed a mentorship 

program that would recruit five mentors and five mentees to start. It would address financial, 

physical, spiritual and psychological health. He has a contact to Youth Services in Brampton that 

would allow for on-the-job chef training for the mentees. He has applied to the Trillium Youth 



Ontario Fund for funds to get started. He has named his program “the World Changing 

Society.”  

Everybody agreed that there is a great need for mentoring and support for young people 

leaving care and commented on and discussed different facets of the programs. And we all 

compliment Rosimay and Carlos for their initiative and effort to help the next generation of 

young people who are out of care! 

 Pros and cons of paid mentors 

 How to recruit? Work with an institution such as Covenant House? 

 Accountability issues.  

 Research and documentation important to support sustainability of programs and 

ensure continuous funding. 

 Model the mentorship programs on the AA model? Or Big Brothers, Big Sisters as 

models? 

 Important the children in care throughout their lives are kept informed and treated as 

the CEOs of their own lives. 

 Important that mental health counselling is available both while kids are in care and 

later in their lives. Trauma and loss were factors in their lives no matter how 

accomplished they might be or become, and different support will be needed at 

different times in their lives. 

 Concept of resiliency. As Wendy said, resiliency is not something you are born with. It 

can be taught, nurtured. 

 Mentors need support themselves. 

 After the meeting Pat mentioned that there is a Criminal Victims’ Support Fund that 

youth who are, or have been, in care might be able to apply to for funding, for example, 

of counselling. 

 Recruitment of new members of the Task Force: We agreed that it is important that the Task 

Force has representatives from all of the Child Welfare organizations: CAS, CCAS, Jewish Family 

and Child, Native Child and Family, OACAS. I have written a letter of invitation to the various 

Directors. We will work, as we always have, for Permanency and reduction of Limbo for 

children, youth and young adults in the care and expect all participants share our Vision and 

Mission.  

We decided to send invitations to the Child Welfare organizations in the Central Zone and not 

to extend invitations to the entire province. Mary, who attends the regional meeting of Service 

Providers, promised to send me a list of Agencies and names of directors which will be a great 

help. 



Wendy suggested that she could organize us with Forum (social media) that would allow us to 

communicate with interested parties throughout the Province. 

Repeats from last meeting:  

Twitter and the Task Force: 

 As you know, Wendy has registered us: our Hash Tag is CLTF_ON. Check it out: 

https://twitter.com/CLTF_ON. 

 Wendy is our manager who posts tweets and re-tweets. 

 

 Please think of organizations, individuals or groups that we should follow and send 

the information to me. I will forward to Wendy who is on vacation, but who is 

graciously volunteering her time to keep our Twitter account and tweeting going.  

 We discussed what information to tweet and came up with many examples from our 

past and present work. Please send in Tweets as well as links to articles!  

 Generally, it would be great if members would write on issues that they feel strongly 

about, so that we could gather enough material for a new publication.  

Plans for the near Future:  

 I will re-invite Sarah Caldwell, Manager at Strategic Policy and Aboriginal 

Relationship Branch and her team. 

 Next Meeting: February 18th at 8:30 till 10 AM. 

Gitte. 

https://twitter.com/CLTF_ON

