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  LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

Members,                                                                                  January 4th, 2015 
Limbo Task Force. 
 
Dear Member,  
On Thursday December 18th, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of 
CAST from 8:30 to 10:00 AM. 
 
Present: Gail Aitken, Marv Bernstein, Annemarie Carere, Pat Convery, Gitte Granofsky, Susan 

Leopold, Tara Noble, Sally Palmer, Jackie Smith. 

Regrets: Lin Brough, Sheryl Ederman, Gabrielle Israelievitch, Ryna Langer, Sharon McKay, Nitza 

Perlman, Aleem Punja, Jim Wilkes. 

Submission: Modernizing the Language of the Child and Family Services Act: 

 Special thanks to Gail and Jackie for authoring the submission, to Ryna for patient 

editing and to Wendy for the beautiful design. And of course to youth from Our Voice 

Our Turn and to staff at the Advocacy office. And to Pat and OCA for a great place to 

meet for the sub-committee. 

 Thanks also to Sheryl for advocating for the submission and ensuring an endorsement 

from Jewish Family and Child Services. And to Sally for ensuring a letter of support from 

the Ontario Association of Social Workers. 

 The Toronto Star: Gail contacted Laurie Monsebraaten who said that she would write a 

piece addressing the issues raised in the submission in the New Year. 

 It might be an idea to contact Jeffrey Simpson at the Globe and Mail to see if he would 

be interested in addressing the issues in that paper. 

 The Ministry: Sarah Caldwell promised to let us know if any relevant hearings were to 

be held after April. 

Logo:  Wendy designed a logo for the Task Force based upon the logo for Sparrow Lake 

Alliance. The meeting agreed that we will take time to discuss what kind of design and colours 

would appropriately represent the Children in Limbo T. F. 

Prairie Child Welfare Symposium: Marv reported! 

 A publication will be  produced based upon the different conference papers. 

 Canada is falling behind the countries it usually compares itself with: there is a lack of 

coordinated strategies to promote rights and wellbeing of children and youth. There is a 

restrictive approach to indigenous issues. 

 Child welfare in Canada needs to be transformed into a stronger rights based system. 

 There is a need for a national Children’s Commissioner 
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 Some provinces (New Brunswick, Saskatchewan) are applying the Child Rights Impact 

Assessment (CRIA) tool to assess legislation in terms of the Convention on the Rights of 

the Child, but so far Ontario has not made the same commitment, although there has 

been expression of interest from time to time. 

 Need for a child friendly version of the Child and Family Services Act. 

 Need for equitable (rather than simply equal or equivalent) treatment of First Nations 

children and families. The intergenerational trauma (sometimes referred to as a cultural 

genocide) needs to be more widely understood and much better dealt with.  

Toronto Star Articles regarding Child Welfare:  

 Paul Chapman was interviewed by the Star and also in the context brought up the fact 

that a disproportionate number of Toronto-area children in foster- and group home care 

are black.  

 We discussed the issues of intergenerational poverty, 

 The Courts and child welfare see to function in a less personal way with families than in 

the past 

 An African-Canadian Children’s Aid Society in Toronto has been proposed. 

Plans for next year: 

 Continue the discussion based up the Star Articles 

 Social Media and Child Welfare and Adoption 

 Re-invite Dr. Peter Szatmari. 

Next Meeting: January 15th at 8:30 till 10 AM. 

 

 

Gitte Granofsky 

 

  

 


