
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

 

Members,                                                                                                                              Dec., 2015 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
Dear Member,  
On Thursday December 17th, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of 
CAST from 8:30 to 10 AM. 
 
Present: Gail Aitken, Gitte Granofsky, Sheryl Ederman, EIizabeth Keshen, Mary McConville, 

Jackie Mankiewicz Smith, Sally Palmer, Jim Wilkes. 

Regrets:  Marv Bernstein, Pat Convery, Wendy Hayes, Ryna Langer, Susan Leopold, Carlos 

McDonald, Shelley McIntyre, Sharon McKay, Nitza Perlman, Kristina Reitmeier, Nancy 

Steinhauer. 

Guest: Rosi May Venancio was unable to attend the meeting. We will re-invite her. 

Janusz Korczak, the Father of Children’s Rights: Report from book launch at Queen’s Park 
organized by Irwin Elman, Provincial Advocate and Marv Bernstein, UNICEF December 10th. 
“Taking Root: My Life as a Child of J. K. – the Father of Children’s Rights- The Biography of 
Shlomo Nadel” by Lea Lipiner.  
Elizabeth and I told the group about this event at Queen’s Park. We decided that we should also 
familiarize ourselves with some of Janusz Korczak’s original writings for the purpose of 
discussion among ourselves and also as information to post on Twitter. 
 
Twitter and the Task Force: 

 As you know, Wendy has registered us: our Hash Tag is CLTF_ON. Check it out: 

https://twitter.com/CLTF_ON. 

 Wendy is our manager who posts tweets and re-tweets. 

The Task Force has 33 following us, 12 followers and 18 tweets to date. 

 Please think of organizations, individuals or groups that we should follow and send 

the information to me. I will forward to Wendy who is on vacation, but who is 

graciously volunteering her time to keep our Twitter account and tweeting going.  

 We discussed what information to tweet and came up with many examples from our 

past and present work. Please send in Tweets as well as links to articles or further 

information!  

Articles: Sally, Marg Osmond and Duane Durham wrote an Article a while back about the 

Cobourg Therapeutic Care Agency. It was published in an electronic issue (Dec. 2014) of the 

journal "Child Welfare" (a well-known publication of the Child Welfare League of America).   

https://twitter.com/CLTF_ON


 

Generally, it would be great if members would write on issues that they feel strongly about, so 

that we could gather enough material for a new publication. And, of course, the above 

mentioned article should be posted on our WEBsite and maybe quotes from it on Twitter!!  

Membership of the Task Force: We agreed that it is important that the Task Force has 

representatives from all of the Child Welfare organizations: CAS, CCAS, Jewish Family and Child, 

Native Child and Family, OACAS. And that we should write a letter of invitation to the various 

Directors. We will work, as we always have, for Permanency and reduction of Limbo for 

children, youth and young adults in the care and expect all participants share our Vision and 

Mission.  

Vision:  

 All children and youth have permanency and reduced periods of limbo in their lives, 

permanency in terms of their caregivers, as well as permanency in terms of “sense of 

self.” 

 All children and youth grow up in a meaningful and nurturing social context, and have 

access to their own life story. 

 All adult interaction with children and youth is consistent with the principles stated in the 

U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

Mission: 

 The Children in Limbo Task Force, through its membership of individuals representing 

different disciplines and professions, work to improve the lives of children and youth in 

contact with, receiving services from, or in the care of the child welfare system. 

 The Task Force meets monthly to share ideas about how best to serve children and youth 

in contact with, receiving services from, or in the care of the child welfare system. 

 The Task Force functions as a think tank which engages in inclusive and respectful 

professional and public discourse in the form of written publications, conference papers 

and workshops, submissions regarding social policy, and meetings with other offices and 

individuals sharing the same goals. 

We apply different lenses: Clinical, Systems and Policy upon our work for children and youth in 

care. We might not always agree on next steps or priorities, but those “disagreements” are 

fertile ground for important discussions about best practices. 

 

Plans for the near Future: 

 Laurie Monsebraaten is interesting in participating in a meeting in the New Year  

 And so are Sarah Caldwell and her team. 

Next Meeting: January 21st at 8:30 till 10 AM. 



Gitte. 


