
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

 

Members,                                                                                                                              Nov. 2015 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
Dear Member,  
On Thursday November 19th, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of 
CAST from 8:30 to 10 AM. 
 
Present: Gail Aitken, Marv Bernstein, Pat Convery, Gitte Granofsky, Wendy Hayes, EIizabeth 

Keshen, Carlos McDonald, Shelley McIntyre, Sharon McKay, Jackie Mankiewicz Smith, Ryna 

Langer, Sally Palmer, Nitza Perlman, Jim Wilkes. 

Regrets:  AnneMarie Carere, Sheryl Ederman, Susan Leopold, Mary McConville, Kristina 

Reitmeier, Nancy Steinhauer. 

Recommendations to the Ministry of Children and Youth Services regarding the third 

Legislative Review of the Child and Family Services Act:  

 Thanks to everybody for working hard on the Brief which is now at the Ministry in its 

beautiful, Wendy-created, cover along with Gail’s essay “Effective, Coordinated 

Permanency Planning is Crucial to Positive Outcomes” and Elizabeth’s article “The 

young Child’s Consent to Adoption: Challenges and Changes.” We also re-sent our 

Submission “Modernizing the Language of the CFSA.” 

 Copies were sent to Sarah Caldwell, Manager, Ministry of C and Y Services. And to Irwin 

Elman and James McGuirk, Provincial Advocacy Office and to Laurie Monsebraaten, The 

Toronto Star. 

Sharon McKay informed us about The Prairie Child Welfare Consortium: (When I send the 

minutes, I will attach some notes about the Consortium that Sharon provided us with.) 

 The Consortium is an impressive multi-sector network with partners in four provinces. It 

has a steering committee, holds monthly conference call meetings and annual or bi-

annual symposia. And has done so for 11 years. 

 Several books based on papers presented at the Symposia have been published: the 

two earlier ones can be accessed through the web: 

 I) “Putting a human face on child welfare:  Voices from the prairies” 

(http://cwrp.ca/node/907) 

 2) “Passion for Action in Child and Family Services: Voices from the Prairies” 

(http://cwrp.ca/publications/1120):  

http://cwrp.ca/node/907
http://cwrp.ca/publications/1120):


 The two later books can be purchased through the Canadian Plains Research Center, 

University of Regina (http://www.cprcpress.ca):  

 3)“Re-investing in Families. Strengthening Child Welfare Practice for a Brighter Future. 

Voices from the Prairies.” 

4)“Awakening the Spirit: Moving Forward in Child Welfare. Voices from the Prairies.”  

i) Inspired by the Prairie Consortium, questions were raised regarding expanding 

membership of the Task Force: Could we become Province wide? Could we get 

more representatives from the Children’s Aid Societies? 

ii) Also inspired by the Prairie Consortium, Carlos mentioned that he had attended a 

meeting in Thunder Bay with Turtle Concepts. Services are terribly scarce in the 

North. (Turtle Concepts is founded by Dave Jones, who is Ojibwe and whose 

Anishnaabe spirit name is “Turtle.” Among other activities, Turtle Concepts provides 

training on ‘the right to feel good about yourself’ for First nations youth in remote 

Northern communities.) 

Twitter: Wendy did a very helpful and instructive power point presentation for us: (I e-

mailed the entire presentation to members already)  

 What does a tweet look like? Purpose of tweeting? Relevant themes? What is a 

hashtag? About re-tweeting. 

 Why use Twitter? Engage and connect. Extend reach. More exposure. 

 Cons: time commitment. Approval of tweets.  

 Usefulness for the Task Force: send out information about our Publications and 

other relevant material, about events. 

Twitter and the Task Force: 

 We decided to get an account 

 Wendy has already registered us: our Hash Tag is CLTF_ON. Check it out: 

https://twitter.com/CLTF_ON. 

 Wendy has agreed to be our manager who posts tweets and re-tweets. 

 Please keep an eye on the activity on our Twitter account and send Tweets!!! Please 

send them to Wendy or to myself. 

Plans for the near Future: 

 Regarding the Brief: Shelley and Marv will inform the Ontario Bar Ass. and the 

National Children’s  Law Committee of the Canadian Bar Ass. Sharon and Sally may 

contact the Hamilton Spectator. 

 Laurie Monsebraaten is interesting in participating in a meeting in the New Year  

https://twitter.com/CLTF_ON


 And so are Sarah Caldwell and her team. 

 We will re-invite Rosimay Venancio “who recently won an award from the Quee 

for designing mentorship program.” 

Next Meeting: December 17th at 8:30 till 10 AM. 

Gitte. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Laurie Monsebraaten, The Toronto Star: 

 Gayle contacted L. M. and immediately got a response back. She recently wrote an 

article in the paper regarding the new policies regarding extended foster care and 

adoption support. Gayle invited Laurie to one of our meetings, and we will repeat that 

invitation. Laurie encouraged us to “push the province to extend support so that foster 

kids can remain with their families while they attend university/college.” She will be 

writing a story about the need for more, or even more, support for adoptive parents.  

Important for the Task Force to communicate: 

 Ontario Bar Association (Shelley) 

 National Children’s Law Committee of the Canadian Bar Association (Marv) 

 Rotary Club (Shelley) 

 School Principals (Nancy) 

Twitter: 

 Wendy will educate us at the next meeting with the hope that we will learn to 

communicate in contemporary fashion. 

Workshop/s regarding Truth or Consequences: 

Feedback from a workshop arranged by Treatment Fostercare in Cobourg was 

overwhelmingly positive. This was due to Jim’s great video, but also to Jim’s sensitive 



response to questions afterwards. There is a need for ongoing information about the 

importance of “telling children and youth the story of their own lives” and of respecting 

them as CEO’s. Therefore, we will look at “recruiting” members of the Task Force to 

facilitate workshops, even just once or twice a year. Wendy volunteers to do the marketing 

and scheduling. Sheryl and Pat and, hopefully Jim, will be doing a workshop in April, if a 

proposal is accepted.  

Mentorship Programs: 

 Carlos is working on setting up a Mentorship program and suggests that we invite 

Rosimay Venancio, who has designed a similar program, to one of our meetings.  

  
Next Meeting:  November 19th at 8:30 till 10 AM! 

Gitte. 


