
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

Members,                                                                                                                              Sept. 2015. 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
Dear Member,  
On Thursday September 17, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of 
CAST from 8:30 to 10 AM. 
 
Present: Annemarie Carere, Pat Convery, Sheryl Ederman, Gitte Granofsky, Elizabeth Keshen, 

Mary McConville, Shelley McIntyre, Kristina Reitmeier, Sally Palmer, Jackie Mankiewicz Smith,  

Jim Wilkes. 

Regrets:  Gail Aitken, Marv Bernstein, Ryna Langer, Susan Leopold, Sharon McKay, Jean Skelton. 

New Meeting time: this is not easy! Thursday is not good for a number of people, but neither is 

Wednesday nor Tuesday.  

Gabrielle’s Jacques died and we, the Task force, wanted to show our sympathy! 

 Gabrielle! When the time is right for you, we do hope you will be back with us!  

 

Themes arising from “around the table”: 

Ontario Coalition for Children and Youth Mental Health Conference April 7 and 8: Pat 

suggested that Jim and the Task Force propose Jim’s video for one of the sessions. Jim might be 

available and so may Sheryl and Pat.  

Ministry and Review of Legislation: 

 Should we send in extra written information, for example, regarding the British “Looking 

after children” model? 

 Many policy changes have happened in the past, but language is not up to date. 

Family Group Conferencing/ Family Centered Conferencing: Sally might present at some point. 

Rotary Club and Ontario Bar Association (Child and Youth): Shelley is a member of both these 

and suggests that the Task Force makes a presentation regarding us and our work, starting with 

the Rotary Club. We would like a dynamic speaker, and Marv is the obvious choice.  

Limbo and permanency: Limbo may need to be redefined (Sheryl). So much has changed over 

the years (Mary). Why is limbo prolonged? Why the endless adjournments? (Annemarie and 

others) 

Child welfare: it is a mandated system. There will always be a conflict between “authority and 

helping” (Kristina). 



Assessments: desirability of ways of assessing children’s situations and, thereby, shorten limbo. 

The need to close the Motherisk Lab is one example of a method that may not have worked at 

all. 

Transitions and adoption: Jim is looking into these issues. 

How does the Task Force communicate? We do have a lot of good articles and other material 

accumulated. Should we have a twitter account? Can we send a link to our WEB site to more 

people than we do at this point? 

Social Media: advantages and disadvantages (risks) for children and youth in care and their 

families. 

 

More Plans for the future: 

 Sharon McKay will talk to us regarding her and her team’s book: “Reinvesting in 
families. Voices from the Prairies.”   

 The Language Subcommittee might meet again. We will advise the Task Force. 

 Fetal Alcohol Spectrum disorder. 

 Access to information, Children’s consent, Over-representation of Blacks in Child 
Welfare, Mentorship of children in care and of youth leaving care. We might invite 
Susan Silva to talk to us regarding the importance of relationships.  

       
Next Meeting:  October 15th at 8:30 till 10 AM.  Gitte. 


