
  LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

Members,                                                                                  June 20, 2014 
Limbo Task Force. 
 
Dear Member,  
On Thursday June 19th the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of CAST 
from 8:30 to 10:00am. 
 
Present: Gail Aitken, Annemarie Carere, Pat Convery, Gitte Granofsky, Ryna Langer, Sharon 
McKay, Sally Palmer, Kristina Reitmeier, Jim Wilkes, Wendy Wolfman.                                
Regrets: Marv Bernstein, Shelley Mcintyre, Tara Noble, Aleem Punja, Jackie Smith.   
 
 
WEB site: We discussed some issues regarding the lay-out. 
 
Language Use in Child Welfare: The subgroup (Marv, Pat, Gail, Ryna, Sharon, Gitte) will meet in 
August. Irwin Elman will join us. By help of Irwin and the Advocacy Office we expect to be able 
to involve some youths. 
 Jim said that children hear attitudes towards them first, next behaviour and words last. In 
working on changing the discriminatory language in child welfare, we hope to alert people to 
the connotations and the attitudes behind terminology. And we hope to see a shift in peoples’ 
attitudes towards children and youth in care if the terminology gets changed. 
 
Record keeping: Jim has recently reviewed a child welfare “case,” and it shocked him to see to 
which degree the child and the voice of the child was missing. He also found it disturbing the 
degree to which the children’s aid society felt under attack and, therefore, was defensive and, 
indeed, seemed to tend be criticized. This led to a discussion regarding death reviews and cases 
against children’s aid societies. Annemarie told us about a case in point. She has sent us 
information regarding this case. 
Wendy, Sally and Kristina told us about the OLAC (Ontario Looking After Children), an annual 
review of children in care which is child focussed and strength based and which addresses some 
of the past problems with record keeping that Jim observed. Wendy will bring an example of 
this kind of assessment. 
 
Social media: We discussed how adoptions and access orders are affected by the easy access to 
family members through social media. There seems to be both positive and negative effects of 
this situation. One of the positive effects is, for example, that, through skype, access is easy 
over vast distances. 
We also talked about “No One’s Girl,” a story by an award winning young woman who was a 
foreign adoption from an impoverished family and who ended up with a mentally ill adoptive 
mother. From there we went to discuss support of biological families and issues pertaining to 
refugees. 
 



 
Thanks to Kristina for hosting us!!! 
 
 
Plans for Future Discussion:   
 

 Upcoming Review of Legislation: Aleem said last time that OACAS is in the process of 
seeking information from the membership of which issues to focus upon.  

 Marv suggested last time that the LTF could function as an advisory group to the 
Ministry. He has met with Jennifer Morris, director of Child Welfare, and she is willing 
to meet with us in the fall together with one of her colleagues. 

   Wendy will invite Dr. Peter Szatmari to speak to us. He has been appointed to a newly-        
created, combined  position responsible for developing and leading an integreated Child 
and Youth Mental Health Program.” 

 Access, Open Adoption and social media         
         
 
 
 
 
 
 Next Meeting:  September 18th at the Legal Dept. of CAST 8:30 to 10:00am.   
 
Gitte. 
 


