
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

Members,                                                                                                                              June, 2015. 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
Dear Member,  
On Thursday June 18th, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of CAST 
from 8:30 to 10:30 AM. 
 
Present: Gail Aitken, Marv Bernstein, Pat Convery, Sheryl Ederman, Gitte Granofsky, Wendy 

Hayes, Elizabeth Keshen, Ryna Langer, Mary McConville, Sharon McKay, Sally Palmer, Nitza 

Perlman, Jim Wilkes. 

Regrets:   Lin Brough, Annemarie Carere, Alec Duncan, Susan Leopold, Shelley McIntyre, Tara 

Noble, Jackie Mankiewicz Smith, Nancy Steinhauer. 

New Members:  We welcomed Mary McConville as a new member. Mary has recently retired 

from her position as Executive Director of CCAS, and we are very happy that she decided to join 

the Task Force. 

Returning Member:  Elizabeth is back as an active member and that is wonderful. 

Long-distance Member: Lin Brough is no longer coming to our meetings, but we hope that she 

will communicate with us otherwise. Lin has many years of experience as a supervisor with CAS, 

and we really treasure her insights. 

Guests:  

We welcomed Sarah Caldwell, Manager at Strategic Policy and Aboriginal Relationship Branch, 

Sirad Mohamoud, who has changed position at the Ministry and who is now working for the 

Deputy Minister.  Simone, Policy Analyst working with Sarah, was our third guest. 

Minister Tracy MacCharles wrote to the Task Force: “We are fully cognizant of the excellent 

work and advocacy that you and your organization do on behalf of Ontario’s children and 

youth. We are grateful for your offer to continue to support the ministry on this important 

work, in particular, how your membership might contribute to discussions and lend their 

expertise as we start to consider options for specific changes to the act.” 

Discussion: 

I started by recommending Sarah and her team for the work they have done collecting 

information from young people, families and professionals and for faithfully basing their report 

upon this information. The Report on the 2015 Review of the Child and Family Services Act 

includes many recommendations for change that have to do with the culture of child-welfare. 

There is a general wish to see a child focussed and rights-based child welfare system that 

adheres to all aspects of the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child. Problems with 



Permanency are ongoing. Age of protection should be raised to 18 and extended care and 

maintenance to 25. And measures should be taken making sure that nobody is left without 

meaningful connections in the community. There is also a desire for more prevention instead of 

emphasis on crisis intervention. Adoption needs to be facilitated, more than at present. And 

First Nations’ communities need control over the welfare of their children. These are some of 

the many recommendations for change. 

Sarah Caldwell said that they/the Ministry are looking at the legislation as a whole and that 

they see it as a tool for cultural change. They want to re-design it and not to start from scratch. 

Their aim is to re-cast CAS as a positive institution. There is a 18 months’ window to accomplish 

this. 

Sarah would welcome suggestions regarding change of language in the Act, she said. She also 

would like information regarding jurisdictions elsewhere that could serve as models for Ontario. 

Generally, she welcomes suggestions from the Task Force and encouraged us to forward 

information to the Ministry. 

 The members talked about the need for a youth and family friendly version of the Act.  

 Ontario has usually been seen as a leader in terms of child welfare legislation, but other 

provinces are also in the process of reforming theirs: Saskatchewan, Alberta and Nova 

Scotia.  

 New Brunswick has introduced a Child Rights Impact Assessment of all new legislation. 

Ontario is recommended to do the same. 

 Consent for adoption at age seven is too young. Please see Elizabeth Keshen’s article! 

 The child needs to be informed and have access to his or her own story. Judges should 

write a note to the child explaining the reasons for a particular judgment. Any transition 

in a child’s life should be used as an opportunity for talking about the child’s life story 

and about decisions and mistakes made along the way. 

 Transparency regarding what happens at court is important. Legal documents are not 

accessible. 

 Judges could be assigned the role of oversight of children’s lives in care in order to 

improve the quality of decision making. This would not apply, of course, to the children 

served in the community without court involvement. 

 The problems with different ministries working in isolation came up again as well as the 

need to break down those silos. The Act should be aligned with the work of other 

ministries. 

 Discussion regarding support of the biological families and preparation of children when 

these are taken into care. And the reason for the many emergency placements was 

questioned.   

 Children and young people need mentors. 



 Family Group Counselling should be more readily available. Use of online conferencing 

might be more and more widely used. 

 The Legislation needs to be improved. How to give service providers the best chance of 

implementing changes? Accountability is important. But workers are already swamped 

with directives. 

 Social work education should be better at addressing child welfare issues. 

Some important events the last few months: 

“Planting roots”: a community meeting at Jewish Family and Child April 29  organized by 

Sheryl Ederman with the aim of establishing on-going connections between a youth and a 

supportive adult.   

Launch Party: Closing the Gap: And Education and Employment Framework for Aboriginal 

Youth in Scarborough Friday June 12th at 11 AM : organized by Landy Anderson.  

 

Plan for the September meeting: 

 Sharon McKay will talk to us regarding her and her team’s book: “Reinvesting in 
families. Voices from the Prairies.”   

 Preparation for the next meeting with Sarah Caldwell and her team, hopefully in 

October. 

 The Language Subcommittee will meet in the summer months to discuss next steps in 

terms of changes to the legislation. 

Other plans for future discussions: 
 

 Fetal Alcohol Spectrum disorder: Possibly invite Deb Goodman to address this issue. Is 
FASD a problem that should be addressed in the CFSA? 

 Access to information, Children’s consent, Over-representation of Blacks in Child 

Welfare, Mentorship of children in care and of youth leaving care are other issues that 

should be addressed in the CFSA. We might invite Susan Silva to talk to us regarding the 

importance of relationships.  

 Social Media and Child Welfare and Adoption. 
       

Next Meeting:  September 17th at 8:30 till 10 AM.  Gitte. 


