
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

Members,                                                                                                                               May, 2015. 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
Dear Member,  
On Thursday May 21st, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of CAST 
from 8:30 to 10 AM. 
 
Present: Gail Aitken, Annemarie Carere, Pat Convery, Gitte Granofsky, Wendy Hayes, Susan 

Leopold, Carlos McDonald, Nitza Perlman, Jackie Mankiewicz Smith, Nancy Steinhauer. 

Regrets:  Marv Bernstein, Lin Brough, Sheryl Ederman, Sharon McKay, Jean Skelton, Elizabeth 

Keshen, Ryna Langer, Shelley McIntyre, Tara Noble, Sally Palmer, Virginia Rowden, Jim wilkes. 

New Members:  We welcomed Nancy Steinhauer as a new member. Nancy’s father is the late 

Dr. Paul Steinhauer who founded Sparrow Lake Alliance in 1989. The Children in Limbo Task 

Force was one of the SLA task forces. Nancy herself is seconded to the Ministry of Health for 

three years. As a principal of George Webster Public School, she broke down some of the 

barriers between education, health and mental health by establishing a community health clinic 

at her school. 

Guest: Carlos had invited Kathryn Rock, Director of Key Assets, to our meeting. Kathryn herself 

has worked in many agencies pertaining to mental health and child welfare over the years. She 

is now the director of Key Assets. Key Assets is part of an international organization, Core 

Assets, which was started 20 years ago in England. Daughter agencies have to be accredited 

and strictly follow the original model. That model is very impressive, and Key Assets seems to 

have had very good results in its four year of existence (including retention of foster-parents as 

well as placement stability for the children).  

Kathryn told us that important features of the model were: 

 Recruitment and training of fosterparents: Recruitment sometimes includes ads in 

newspapers. Training is rigorous and happens before a team assesses the candidates. 

Potential foster-parents seemed to be presented with realistic ideas about children and 

youth in care.  And they are expected to make a commitment to the children in their 

care. Carlos or others who were in care themselves instruct potential families. A family 

must give 28 days’ notice if they want a child moved. In the meantime, the situation is 

attempted solved and often is. 

 Only one or two children in any family. The children are often from group homes or 

have experienced many moves in the system or adoption breakdown. About 16 % have 

FASD. 

 Every child has a child and youth worker. 



 Additional support is given the child and family as needed.  

 The per diem is higher than in the average foster care situation, but the results also 

much better. With enough understanding and support even the children and youth with 

the most difficulties do alright, it seems.  

 Transitioning to adoption is hindered by lack of public funding. Often the foster-parents 

cannot afford to adopt.  

 Foster parents are encouraged to keep in contact with young adults after age 18 and 

Key Assets has a network for those “abandoned” young people, but more support is 

needed from society’s side! 

Carlos mentioned that a mentorship program could really help the youth who are no longer in 

care. And he also mentioned that a paradigm shift may be needed in the child welfare system. 

Everybody agreed and also agreed that the different ministries need to interact for the benefit 

of children at risk and, generally, that siloes in the system need to be broken down. And we all 

agreed with Wendy that the youth voice is essential as well as powerful.  

Launch Party: Closing the Gap: And Education and Employment Framework for Aboriginal 

Youth in Scarborough Friday June 12th at 11 AM: Carlos will attend. And so will, hopefully, 

others from the Task Force. 

Plan for next meeting: Review of the Children and Family Services Act:  

Minister Tracy MacCharles sent a letter to the Task Force May 12th writing: “ We are grateful 

for your offer to continue to support the ministry on this important work, in particular, how your 

membership might contribute to discussions and lend their expertise as we start to consider 

options for specific changes to the act.” 

Sarah Caldwell and Sirad Mohamoud, Ministry of Children and Youth, will be at our June 

meeting. 

I will invite Staff and youth members of the Advocacy Office to attend. 

Gail mentioned the different changes that we would like to see in the legislation. We decided 

to hear from Sarah and Sirad what they would like help with and let the initiative be theirs. 

Future plans: 

 Fetal Alcohol Spectrum disorder 

 Sharon McKay regarding “Reinvesting in families. Voices from the Prairies.”   

 Access to information 

 Children’s consent 

 Over-representation of Blacks in Child Welfare 

 Social Media and Child Welfare and Adoption 
       

Next Meeting:  June 18th at 8:30 till, hopefully, 10:30 AM.  Gitte. 


