
   LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

Members,                                                                                                                               April, 2015. 
Children in Limbo Task Force. 
 
Dear Member,  
On Thursday April 16th, the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of CAST 
from 8:30 to 10:30 AM. 
 
Present: Gail Aitken, Marv Bernstein, Lin Brough, Pat Convery, Gitte Granofsky, Wendy Hayes, 

Susan Leopold, Sharon McKay, Kristina Reitmeier, Jean Skelton, Jackie Smith, Jim Wilkes. 

Regrets:  Annemarie Carere, Alec Duncan, Sheryl Ederman, Gabrielle Israelievitch, Elizabeth 

Keshen, Ryna Langer, Carlos McDonald, Shelley McIntyre, Tara Noble, Sally Palmer, Nitza 

Perlman, Nancy Steinhauer, Virginia Rowden. 

New Members:  We welcomed Wendy Hayes as a new member. Nancy Steinhauer could not 

be with us this month, but we still welcomed her as a new member. Elizabeth Keshen will 

return to the Task Force, so that is another piece of good news. Sirad Mohamoud, Senior 

Analyst with the Ministry of Youth and Children’s Services, is interested in becoming a member, 

but needs permission by management. 

Virginia Rowden is retiring from her position at the OACAS. Virginia has worked tirelessly on 

behalf of children and youth in care and held many important positions with OACAS: Director, 

Government Relations and Stakeholder Engagement; Director of Social Policy; Director of policy 

and Mentor to the Youth CAN program. Virginia was on the Steering Committee at Sparrow 

Lake Alliance and has been a member of the Children in Limbo Task Force for many years. 

Virginia has been a tremendous asset to the Task Force. She has shared information with us and 

guided us with her wisdom. 

We do hope that Virginia will stay on as a member of the Task Force. 

Review of the Children and Family Services Act:  

Minister Tracy MacCharles sent a letter to the Task Force thanking us, among many, for 

participating in the Review. In the letter she said that “throughout the review, we received the 

message loud and clear that Ontarians want to see change in legislation that governs many of the 

province’s programs for children, youth and their families. For this reason, I am committed to 

hosting further targeting discussions on key areas of the legislation as we work toward possible 

updates to the Act.”  

Our Submission regarding the need to modernize the language of the Act was mentioned several 

times in the Review as was the Task Force. Marv had sent a note to Sarah Caldwell asking how 

the Children in Limbo Task Force might contribute and participate in the updating of the Act. 



We could potentially take on an advisory role in terms of the issue of language but also in terms 

of permanency and adoption.  

Sarah Caldwell indicated that she and Sirad Mohamoud would be willing to attend another Task 

Force meeting possibly as early as in May. 

Our Logo:  We accepted the logo that Gabrielle and her friend designed for us. They put a lot of 

work into this design, and it is beautiful!! Thank you so very much!!! Wendy will add the Logo 

to our WEB site. We declined the offer of having business cards made, but thought that having  

some generic Task Force cards made was a good idea. 

Guest speaker:  

We welcomed Margaret Leslie, Director, Early Intervention Programs at Mothercraft 

“Breaking the Cycle.” Jackie introduced Margaret. 

Margaret’s Presentation  

“Breaking the Cycle” goes back to the early 90’s. There was a connection to the Task Force at 

that time. There seemed to be an epidemic of infants exposed to mother’s use then. Many 

agencies that ended up as partners in “Breaking the Cycle” participated in inquests regarding 

deaths of exposed babies. The participating agencies are among others: Children’s Aid Society, 

Public Health, Sick Kids, St. Joseph’s Hospital, St. Mike’s and Corrections. They provide “wrap 

around” service to mothers and their children including to pregnant women. “It is all about 

relationships” and trauma. 

Margaret’s power point presentation was comprehensive and impressive. Hopefully, she will 

send us a copy of it. Next she showed us a very moving video interview with a young mother 

who had participated in the “Breaking the Cycle” program and who had been able to turn her life 

around due to the help she received and that in spite of having lived through horrible abuse and 

violence. 

Discussion:  Margaret said that due to the program 20% more infants go home with their 

mothers rather than be taken into care. She stressed how important the history of the mothers’ 

abuse is for the diagnoses and proper treatment of the children. Treatment and care can 

significantly change the outcome for these children.  

We had a discussion about the issue of disclosure. Confidentiality is a huge issue throughout the 

system.  

Margaret also pointed to the connection between stigma and that First Nations’ funding is not a 

priority. 

“Breaking the Cycle” is providing training in other communities. Partnership with agencies is 

seen as essential. 

Adoptive parents need to be given the child’s pre- and post natal history. There can be a 

tendency for adoptive parents to feel that “somebody did this to their child.” 



It is essential to understand that drug and alcohol abuse is a complex social problem and always 

rooted in trauma. No one has ever kept these women safe. Over 50 percent are in violent partner 

relationships.  They need to develop a capacity to judge what is safe. They tend to have 

developed disorganized attachment patterns. Often feelings of boredom ensue as they give up old 

unsafe patterns.  An added stress for recovering mothers is the fact that they most often have to 

create a new network of social support.  

Jackie:  A 2002 survey of physicians and midwives in Canada found that while 94% knew about 

FASD, less than half consistently discussed smoking, alcohol use or addiction with women of 

childbearing age. (Source: Public Health Agency of Canada report.) 

In a survey of health care providers 94 knew about FASD, but only half felt comfortable enough 

to bring it up with their patients.  

Plans: 

 May 21st: Carlos has invited Kathryn Rock, Director of Key Assets to our meeting. 

 Meet with Sarah Caldwell and Sirad Mohamoud, Ministry of Children and Youth. 

Future plans: 

 Sharon McKay regarding “Reinvesting in families. Voices from the Prairies.” She is a 
co-author.  

 Access to information 

 Over-representation of Blacks in Child Welfare 

 First Nations Children’s access to equitable services through Jordan’s Principle 

 Social Media and Child Welfare and Adoption       
 

Next Meeting:  May 21st at 8:30 till 10 AM.  

 Gitte 


