
  LIMBO TASK FORCE Minutes 

Members,                                                                                  September 21, 2014 
Limbo Task Force. 
 
Dear Member,  
On Thursday September 18th the Children in Limbo Task Force met at the legal department of 
CAST from 8:30 to 10:00am. Thanks for hosting us again, Kristina!!! 
 
Present: Gail Aitken, Marv Bernstein, Lin Brough, Annemarie Carere, Pat Convery, Sheryl 
Ederman, Gitte Granofsky, Gabrielle Israelievitch, Shelley Mcintyre, Nitza Perlman, Aleem 
Punja, Kristina Reitmeier.                                
Regrets: Ryna Langer, Sharon McKay, Sally Palmer, Tara Noble, Jackie Smith, Jim Wilkes. 
 
Welcome! Sheryl who is from Jewish Family and Children’s Services, and Nitza and Lin who are 
returning to the Task Force. 
 
WEB site: If you want your name on the members’ list and have not already said so, let me 
know! 
Old Minutes: Thanks to Jim for compiling the Task Force minutes from day one and to Tara for 
scanning them. Wendy will post them on the WEB site. 
 
Language Use in Child Welfare: The subgroup (Marv, Pat, Gail, Ryna, Sharon, Gitte) met twice 
during the summer. Irwin Elman, Advocate for Children and Youth in Ontario and James and 
Paul from the Advocacy Office joined us in August as did Wendy from ACO. 
James, Paul and Wendy are in the process of getting youth involved. They have re-named the 
project: Watch your Language! Susan Leopold, MSW student, will assist with the project which 
we hope to have finished in November. 
 
Fosterparents’ Society of Ontario Conference:  Jean Skelton and I showed Jim’s video “Truth or 
Consequences” at two workshops. All the fosterparents present agreed that telling the truth 
about the child’s life to the child is important, but they had many examples of children’s aid 
workers disagreeing. 
As an aside, I suggested that our project “Watch your Language” be put in the broader context 
of how the stories of children’s lives are scripted. 
 
The Prairie Child Welfare Consortium early October: Sharon will do a workshop and Marv one 
of the Keynote speeches. The theme of the conference this year is Child Welfare 
Transformations: Interdisciplinary Practices.  
Marv said that he “has been asked to make a presentation on the significance of the 25th 
anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in the Canadian child welfare 
context.”  He will be speaking to:  
1) the extent to which the CRC has been successfully implemented over the past 25 years 
2) the current challenges facing us in Canada in promoting children’s Convention rights 



3) what actions and corrective steps need to be taken (and by whom) to see a greater 
commitment to CRC implementation in Canada in the future. 
 
During the discussion many points were raised: 

 Reporting on child wellbeing needs improvement 

 How do we get more people invested in child welfare? 

 Education of lawyers regarding children’s right. 

 Early intervention 

 Investment in children and families. Poverty and unemployment are contributing 
factors. 

 Age of protection needs to be 18. 

 Education of psychiatrists really important 

 Relationship to bio families important 

 Research into resiliency, for example, of Native children 

 Look to other countries for inspiration 
 
Telling the Children the truth of their Story: Gabrielle and Nitza pointed out that support is 

essential to help a child process the information, and not just once, but throughout his/her 

development. Lin pointed out that workers need training and support from their supervisors to 

know how and when to tell children the difficult story of their lives.  

Social media:  Last time we discussed how adoptions and access orders are affected by the easy 
access to family members through social media. Shelley is presenting on that general issue at 
an upcoming conference. And Pat and Aleem are also working on the issues pertaining to cyber 
space.  
It will be an Agenda item for next time.  
  
Plans for the fall:   
 

 Dr. Peter Szatmari  will attend our November meeting.  He has been appointed to a 
relatively  newly-created, combined  position (CAMH, Sick Kids, U of T) responsible for 
developing and leading an integrated Child and Youth Mental Health Program. Pat 
suggested that Dr. Szatmari be encouraged to host Psychiatrist colleagues with a focus on 
the complex mental health issues we see in Child Welfare. 

 

 Marv has invited Jennifer Morris (MCYS Director of Child Welfare) and Sarah Caldwell (MCYS 
Manager, Planning and Partnerships, Strategic Policy and Aboriginal Relationships, Strategic 
Policy and Planning) to one of our fall meetings, most likely the December meeting, but we 
do not know yet. Please prepare for this meeting, so that the Task Force can contribute 
“some advisory input” into the 5-year review of the legislation.  

 
 
 Next Meeting: October 16th at the Legal Dept. of CAST 8:30 to 10:00 AM.  Gitte. 


